
What is a 
PR ACTICUM?

PRACTICUM 
for CREDIT

Experience is open 
to graduate and 
undergraduate students

ACADEMIC  
INTERNSHIP
OR CAPSTONE 
for CREDIT

INTERNSHIP 
NOT for CREDIT

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITY  
NOT for CREDIT

GRAD MPH ONLY Either 
undergraduate  
or graduate

Either 
undergraduate  
or graduate

Either 
undergraduate  
or graduate

Intentional learning 
outcomes are developed 
and incorporated into 
project details

Yes Yes Optional Optional

Student is supervised 
by a professional in the 
field with a background in 
public health 

Yes Yes – although 
supervisor background 
could also be in 
another relevant field

Optional Optional

Student project hours 
are prioritized toward 
applying skills learned in 
the degree program

Yes Yes Optional Optional

Majority of project hours 
are spent working on site 
or among public health 
professionals

Yes Yes Optional Optional

Compensation Allowed but  
not required

Allowed but  
not required

Allowed but  
not required*

No

Hours required 120 or more 30 or more –  
consult with individual 
programs to learn 
more about their 
required hours

Determined by  
site/student* 

Determined by  
site/student

*WITH THE EXCEPTION OF INTERNSHIPS COMPLETED BY MASTERS OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION STUDENTS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.MHA.UW.EDU.


